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87 69 0 36 34

Amazon 256 +1.7% TSMC 484 -0.4% Semis (SOXX) 592 +0.5%

Nvidia 241 +0.7% Microsoft 533 +1.5% Alphabet 348 +0.4% Meta 743 +0.1%

Utilities (XLU) 40.94 +2.4%

MCP, the agent-to-agent protocol, Is showing structural security

Researchers showed 'protocol pivoting' prompt injection attacks can spread malicious instructions between Al agents inside
internal networks, with Google and JP Morgan Chase among the five organizations that fixed vulnerabilities in the past five
months. Agent adoption is outrunning security hardening, and zero-trust rules need to be reapplied to tool inputs.

Five organizations, including Google and JP Morgan Chase, acknowledged and fixed MCP-related vulnerabilities over the past five months.

Read the source

South Korea orders bank-wide security checks after
Rl-assisted breaches

The FSC ordered comprehensive inspections of all externally
accessible IT systems at banks and card firms after attacks using
the open-source ARTEX Al penetration-testing tool hit Shinhan, KB
Kookmin, Hana and BNK Busan Bank. It is the regulatory follow-up
to yesterday's multi-bank breach story and a signal that AI-driven
cyberattacks are now a supervisory priority.

Read the source

FICO: Al is reshaping the fraud threat in EMEA

A survey of 202 senior fraud and risk professionals finds fraud
attempts accelerating and Al-enabled scams like synthetic identities
and deepfakes rated above global averages. The catch is that half of
firms see false positive rates above 15%, so detection investment runs
into customer friction and vendor dependence.

52% cite increasing fraud complexity as their top challenge and 36%
report fraud attempts up more than 25% over 24 months.

Read the source

Cloudfiare builds the rails for charging Al agents in
stablecoins

Its closed-beta Monetization Gateway lets businesses bill Al agents in
USDC for accessing online services, using Coinbase's x402 standard
and the Base blockchain. Agentic commerce needs machine-speed
microtransactions, and stablecoins are emerging as the default
settlement layer.

Read the source

Pathward picks Vault Core as sponsor-bank
compliance hecomes infrastructure

The US sponsor bank chose Thought Machine's Vault Core to speed
product deployment and expand into underserved markets, framing
modern core infrastructure as a compliance asset. With regulators
tightening scrutiny of banking-as-a-service, core tech choices are
becoming risk decisions.

Read the source

Kroger launches a rewards Mastercard to pull spending into its app
The Kroger Rewards World Elite Mastercard, built with Imprint and Mastercard, offers up to 5X points on digital purchases to shift customers
from physical aisles to Kroger's app and website. Retailers keep turning loyalty data into credit products, tightening competition for bank-issued

cards.
The card offers up to 65X points on digital purchases.

Read the source

THE INDUSTRY - FINANCIAL SERVICES, NO AI ANGLE

Generali buys 9.9% stake in BCC
for €150m - FinTech Futures

Digital Assets + Blockchain Why Fiserv pivoted on FIUSD
Newsletter - October 1, 2026 -

Troutman Pepper Locke

Federal Reserve adopts
stress-test changes to reduce
volatility in bank capital
requirements

RESEARCH - 36 ANALYZED, TOP 8
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EHEC
Spend Bytes on Breadth: Precision-Count Trade-offs for
Decode-Time KV Compression in Long Chain-of-Thought

Reasoning

At a fixed KV-cache byte budget, spending bytes on more cached tokens at
2-3 bit precision beats keeping fewer tokens in fp16 for long chain-of-thought
decoding, because eviction-induced derailment (runs that never co...

BEARS ON 1 - RIGOR HIGH

| Iulsl

Visual Grounding Safety in Vision-Language Models
Vision-language models that refuse a harmful request posed as a text question
often comply when the same request asks for a point or bounding box, with
grounding refusal trailing VQA refusal by 31to 59 percentage poi...

RIGOR HIGH

| Julsl

Mining Agent Skills from Production Traces

Skills mined from agent execution traces improve downstream enterprise task
success, but the best mining configuration (evidence type and skill form) is
domain-dependent, and losing access to outcome labels costs meas...

RIGOR HIGH

mon

AdaSpark: Adaptive DSpark with Online Learning for Tree
Verification and N-gram Fill

An online-learning scheduler for DSpark tree verification (AdaSpark) that
learns verify cost and acceptance while serving, with no pre-serving profiling
or width sweep, decodes 1.5-3.1x faster than llama.cpp's DSpark...

BEARS ON 1 - RIGOR MEDIUM
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Measurement-First Auditing of Agentic Leaderboards:
Contamination Susceptibility, Matched-Control Re-evaluation,
and Scorer Validation

Agentic leaderboard contamination claims require channel-specific evidence,
and under a fail-closed audit of nine HAL configurations plus a matched-control
re-evaluation on SWE-bench Verified, susceptibility is broad...

BEARS ON 1 - RIGOR HIGH

| Julul

VERA: Scaling Verifiable Environments for Agentic co-Evolution
Jointly co-evolving a model (via GRPO with rubric rewards) and its agent
harness (via verified skill edits) on auto-generated verifiable environments
beats single-axis optimization, and a 27B open Qwen backbone traine...
BEARS ON 4 - RIGOR MEDIUM

| Julsl

Beyond Semantic Similarity: Performance and Costs of Agentic
Retrieval for Complex Tasks

Running a ReAct LLM agent over a standard dense retriever improves complex
retrieval quality substantially over the same embedding model used alone, but
at roughly 160x the latency and massive token cost per query.

BEARS ON 3 - RIGOR MEDIUM

mon

Do Small Language Models Learn to Negotiate? A Controlled
Scaling Study of RL-Trained Sellers

Whether small language models learn to negotiate with RL depends less on
parameter count than on hyperparameters: at a shared learning rate the gain
rises with size (from +0.001 at 2.3B to +0.078 at 31B), but tripling...

RIGOR HIGH

Oct 6, 2026


https://ai-atlas-pi.vercel.app/research/5ecc0708-b3bd-4377-95af-542d9899a354
https://ai-atlas-pi.vercel.app/research/4b88b14b-c3fa-4949-b8d1-5ce34b8c9939
https://ai-atlas-pi.vercel.app/research/b51456e0-1b9a-41c2-a451-51f135f6b9ae
https://ai-atlas-pi.vercel.app/research/239a5bb3-b8d6-49e4-ae67-145bfdc69d5f
https://ai-atlas-pi.vercel.app/research/f7d9431d-c3a2-4297-ac03-f4db59064807
https://ai-atlas-pi.vercel.app/research/efa9a607-0ca9-4bcc-9a1f-abd2b02ad304
https://ai-atlas-pi.vercel.app/research/435843ba-932d-4fb8-af01-bd652fc38e69
https://ai-atlas-pi.vercel.app/research/0e6fd182-3bf9-485f-b521-bf23312be307

THE COLUMN

Agents Meet Adversaries

Security is now the agentic bottleneck. The story that matters most
today is the Ars Technica report on protocol pivoting attacks against
MCP, where researchers showed that a malicious instruction injected
into one agent can hop to others inside an internal network. Five
organizations, including Google and JP Morgan Chase, patched over
five months. The uncomfortable arithmetic is that agent deployment
is measured in weeks and security review in quarters, so the fleet
grows faster than the hardening. This matters for anyone betting that
agentic reliability is improving materially, not just at the peak: reliability
against benigninputs is a different, easier thing than reliability when an
adversary writes some of the inputs. Evidence that would strengthen
the concern would be more cross-vendor findings and incidents that
cross organizational boundaries; evidence against would be zero-trust
tool-input controls becoming standard and attack volumes flattening.
Regulators are not waiting. South Korea's FSC ordered comprehensive
inspections of bank IT systems after Al-assisted breaches using the
open-source ARTEX penetration-testing tool hit Shinhan, KB Kookmin,
Hana and BNK Busan Bank. Open-source attack tooling plus poorly
supervised agent networks is a supervisory problem, not just an

IT problem, and expect more bank-wide mandates as the pattern
repeats.

Meanwhile the agentic economy needs a payment rail. Cloudflare's
Monetization Gateway bills Al agents in stablecoins, using Coinbase's
x402 standard on Base, letting businesses charge per request in
USDC. If agents are to browse and buy at machine speed, card
networks are the wrong shape, and the interesting question is

who eats the fraud and dispute risk. FICO's survey of EMEA fraud
professionals sketches the answer arriving early: Al-enabled scams
like synthetic identities rank above global averages, and half of firms
report false-positive rates above 15 percent. Machines transacting
with machines at machine speed, policed by human-built detectors
that annoy humans, is a configuration with obvious seams. What would
resolve it is data: if stablecoin rails show dispute volumes and fraud
losses far below card baselines, the rails win by economics; if agents
become the dominant fraud vector, the rails inherit the very problem
they were built to escape.

WHAT BUILDERS ARE READING

The quieter story is compliance as infrastructure. Pathward's choice of
Vault Core for its core banking stack frames modern core technology
as a compliance asset at a moment when regulators are scrutinizing
banking-as-a-service. A sponsor bank that can show real-time,
auditable state across every product it hosts is selling risk reduction,
not just software. Evidence for would be sponsor banks winning
regulatory approvals faster after modernizing; against would be fines
arriving at banks with new cores anyway. Add Kroger's rewards
Mastercard built with Imprint and Mastercard, pushing 56X points on
digital purchases to herd shoppers into the app, and the pattern is
legible: the data-rich keep converting loyalty into credit while banks
become plumbing. Everyone is buying compliance, and nobody wants
to be the case study.

TOOLING & MODELS

Mistral Large 4

Mistral Large 4 release docs, new frontier open-weight option for vendor evals and EU-friendly hosting choices.

Beam: Reflection's 501B open-weight model

Reflection releases 501B open-weight model, a candidate for self-hosted inference evaluations against current vendors.

AGENTS

Opus 5.5 agents discover two room-temperature magnetic semiconductor candidates

Opus 5.5 agents find two magnetic semiconductor candidates, evidence agents can do real research workflows end to end.
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THINGS HAPPEN - 23

BANKS & PAYMENTS - 5

ELSEWHERE - 5

LABS & MODELS - 3

SEON expands fraud platform to fight AI
identity scams

EMEA fraud attempts rise as AI scams grow
more complex

How Stripe, Zerohash alums are looking to
speed international payments

Chase Introduces New IHG One Rewards
Premier Select Credit Card, Plus Updates

Across Entire IHG One Rewards Card Portfolio

How Investors Are Reacting To Citigroup
(C) Expanding Token Services And Instant
Cross-Border Payments

POLICY & REGULATION - 2

Al accelerates n-day attacks, as flaw
disclosures and exploits double -
csoonline.com

Menin emerges as NYC’s chief Al antagonist -
Politico

PwC: UK daily AI use hits 19%, 44% of users
report more work

Interdependence and Its Limits | Sinification:
September 2026

Dark Output: What National Accounts Miss
When Artificial Intelligence Shifts Value from

Prices to Capabilities - https://debuglies.com

WORK & LABOR - 2

TradeSun, Inc. v. OpenAl OpCo, LLC (District
Court, N.D. California, filed 2026-10-05)

Sam Altman says ‘some bad things’ will
happen, but Al is totally worth it

DEALS & MARKETS -1

Moonshot AI mulls HK IPO in Q12027 after
topping US$50b valuation: Bloomberg

Tech workers who resigned tell New York
City Council that Al is moving too fast - The

Anthropic, OpenAl, Google and Meta execs
set to testify at NYC Council hearing on AL

risks - CNBC

Google releases Gemini 4 Argon, called its
most powerful model yet

As OpenAl and Anthropic battle over data
privacy, more companies turn to open models
| Fortune

CHIPS & INFRASTRUCTURE - 3

Reflection AI unveils an open-source Western
answer to Chinese labs - Semafor

Hanwha Securities picks PSK Holdings as
Korea AI chip back-end winner - CHOSUNBIZ

Cooling is becoming a first-order design
constraint for AI hardware - Electronic

Washington Post

Upstart Holdings (UPST) Expanded Into
HELOC And Auto Lending With A Credit Union
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Products & TechnologyElectronic Products &
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RESEARCH & EVIDENCE - 2

Al Reads a Million App Reviews to Reveal Why
Consumers Distrust Open

Researchers are tracking a Chinese Al ‘agent
fleet’ - TechCrunch
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BLIND SPOTS - DEVELOPMENTS THE DESK KNOWS IT MISSED

Satya Nadella reinvented Microsoft once. Can he do it in the Al era?

Watch AI Spending Rolls On as Tech Wealth Hits Records - Bloomberg

Open or closed AI? Learn what to build on at Disrupt 2026 | TechCrunch

The Download: Al's popularity paradox and EmTech Future 2026 | MIT Technology Review
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