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PayPal plugs into Meta's Muse AI shopping agent
Muse launched with Stripe's Link as the built-in payment rail, so PayPal's deal puts its wallet inside agentic checkout across its 
merchant network while Shopify brings Shop Pay and Amazon blocks Muse. The lines of who wins AI-driven commerce are 
being drawn now.
Muse launched Sept. 8 with Stripe's Link as its default checkout.
3 OUTLETS

Read the source

Anthropic and OpenAI race to the price floor
Both labs just shipped models that prioritize cost over capability, 
a clear signal enterprise demand and open-weight competition are 
resetting foundation model pricing. Cheaper tokens mean lower 
barriers for banks and other AI adopters.
Claude Opus 5.5 costs $4/$20 per million input/output tokens, 20% 
cheaper, with cache reads 60% cheaper and output 30% faster.
2 OUTLETS

Read the source

EU supervisors flag AI cyber risk and non-EU 
dependency
The Joint Committee's autumn update ties AI-driven cyberattacks 
and reliance on non-EEA ICT providers to concrete accumulation 
risks for EU banks and insurers. It is a roadmap for where European 
AI and operational resilience rules may head next.
1 OUTLET, 1 TIER 1

Read the source

Microsoft breaks up an AI-assisted account takeover 
platform
EvilTokens automated OAuth device code phishing to compromise 
12,000 accounts, including in financial services, cutting attacker 
investigation time from days to minutes. It is a concrete preview of 
AI-driven fraud at industrial scale.
The platform compromised 12,000 accounts across industries.
Read the source

Washington is legislating on AI, fraud, and digital 
assets
Bills spanning digital asset market structure, anti-fraud measures like 
the TRAPS Act, and Treasury Secretary Bessent's testimony on AI 
regulation signal regulatory flux directly affecting bank compliance 
costs and AI governance.
Read the source

Ally launches its first loyalty program, Loyally
A fee-free perks model with partners like Spotify and Instacart is Ally's play to stay relevant in everyday spending, not just savings. Note it is a 
company-authored announcement, so treat the positioning accordingly.
2 OUTLETS

Read the source

R E S E A R C H  ·  8  A N A LY Z E D

Evaluating Coding Agents on Kernel Exploit Generation
This is one of the first attempts to measure the exploit-construction boundary 
(crash vs controlled primitive) with deterministic verification, and it shows 
frontier agents are far from the autonomous-exploit capabili...

Accelerating the Mitigation of LLM Inference Nondeterminism 
Across GPU Architectures
Establishes that cross-GPU bitwise determinism for the dominant LLM FLOPs is 
achievable cheaply, which matters for benchmark integrity, agent debugging, 
and evaluation pipelines where numerical noise contaminates comp...

Efficient Cost-Aware LLM Evaluation via Bayesian Bandit Gittins 
Indices
Evaluation practitioners get a principled, computationally cheap way to 
cut benchmark spend by an order of magnitude when screening many 
model/prompt configurations. Cheap best-model identification lowers the 
friction...

Qwen3.8-Omni: Towards Native Omni-Modal Agents
If the 1M-token context plus sparse attention (QSA) results hold under 
independent testing, long-video agentic reasoning moves from impossible to 
practical, which is a real architecture-level capability shift beyond p...
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AkasicMEM: Governed Enterprise Memory for Agents
If enterprise agents accumulate and reshare derived knowledge, source-level 
access restrictions can silently leak through memory, which is exactly the 
failure mode data-protection and confidentiality obligations care...

Compressing Long Context into Answer-Aligned Memory 
Embeddings for LLM Inference
Researchers working on KV-cache and long-context efficiency get a concrete 
data point that answer-aligned training plus query-guided memory selection 
can beat naive windowing on both accuracy and memory, with the cave...

Hill Sampling for Test-Time Scaling: A Simple and Better 
Alternative to Repeated Sampling, Evolution, and Training
Researchers designing test-time compute systems learn that a frozen model 
plus best-so-far conditioning beats archives, diversity mechanisms, and 
test-time parameter updates on verifiable tasks. If simple open-weight...

Testing-Driven Reliability Audit of Trajectory-Based Early 
Outcome Prediction for LLM Agents: Target-Specific Calibration 
Transfer Persists Within a Single Benchmark
Anyone building agent evaluation or early-stopping infrastructure learns that 
a 0.95 confidence threshold from a transferred predictor can overstate 
outcomes by roughly 0.11 to 0.14 on certain agent/head combinations,...

T H E  C O L U M N

Cheap Tokens, Expensive Mistakes
The price war is the story, everything else is the multiplier. Anthropic 
and OpenAI both shipped models that prioritize cost over capability 
this week, which is the kind of move you make when you believe 
the thing you are selling has become a commodity. That is a direct 
read on open-weight models reaching "good enough" parity for most 
economic use cases: if cheap closed models are being priced against 
free ones, the labs have internally accepted the parity argument even 
if their marketing has not. It also feeds inference cost per unit of 
capability falling rapidly, though a single pricing announcement is not 
proof. What would actually move that claim's confidence is disclosed 
unit economics, tokens sold at the new prices versus gross margin, 
not a launch blog post. If the price cuts come with margin disclosure 
showing costs fell rather than margins being compressed, the claim 
strengthens; if they show labs buying share with unsustainably low 
prices, it weakens in a different and more interesting way.

PayPal plugging into Meta's Muse agent is the checkout-side of the 
same commoditization logic. When tokens are cheap, the scarce 
asset becomes the payment rail and the merchant network, which 
is why Stripe, PayPal, and Shopify are all scrambling for position 
inside agentic commerce. The claim this bears on is agentic reliability 
improving materially, not just peak single-shot. Multi-step checkout, 
search, select, pay, without human correction, is exactly the reliability 
test, and the rail makers only make these deals if they believe 
completion rates will support real volume. Watch refund and dispute 
rates from Muse transactions: if they look like card-not-present fraud 
baseline, the claim strengthens; if agentic carts abandon or mis-pay 
at rates that require human cleanup, it weakens fast. Amazon blocking 
Muse is also a data point that the reliability question cuts both ways.

Then there is the fraud side of the ledger. Microsoft's takedown of 
EvilTokens, which automated OAuth phishing against 12,000 accounts 
including financial services firms, cutting attacker investigation time 
from days to minutes, is the concrete counterpart to the EU Joint 
Committee's autumn risk update flagging AI-driven cyberattacks 
and non-EEA dependency as accumulation risks for banks and 
insurers. The supervisors are doing what supervisors do, converting 
a newspaper story into a supervisory roadmap. This connects to 
enterprises achieving measurable ROI and renewing, not just piloting-
: security spend is now part of the AI ROI calculation, whether 
enterprises like it or not. If EU rules land as prescriptive mandates tied 
to specific AI use cases, compliance costs rise and measurable ROI 
gets harder; if they stay principle-based, the renewal math holds.

Meanwhile Washington is legislating on AI, fraud, and digital assets, 
and Bessent is testifying, which mostly means nobody knows anything 
yet. Government intervention authority being exercised with sufficient 
frequency and unpredictability that China-addressable revenue must 
be modelled as structurally volatile is unaffected by today's news but 
never far from it.

The cheapest tokens on record are now powering both the checkout 
and the heist, which at least keeps margins symmetric.
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Claude Opus 5.5 1714 points · 1044 comments

GPT-6 Sol and Luna 1681 points · 807 comments

Pentagon says overreliance on AI contributed to missile strike on Iran school 851 points · 455 comments

OpenAI GPT–6 Astra breaks Enigma message that has resisted solution since 2005 711 points · 428 comments

Claude Code reads AGENTS.md only when telemetry is on [fixed] 369 points · 207 comments

GPT-6 Astra has gained the ability to drive a car 180 points · 157 comments

Stripe's Knowledge AI Platform 120 points · 68 comments

Gemini 3.8 text-to-speech 111 points · 61 comments
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Florida de novo opens its doors
bankingdive.com · T2

Adyen snaps up Klarna CFO
paymentsdive.com · T2

[PDF] The paradox of consumer behavior - 
AlixPartners
alixpartners.com · T2

PayCompass, Simpay and Exectras come 
together
paymentsdive.com · T2

Apple Puts AirTag-Sized AI Pin on Hold
macrumors.com · T2

Apple Smart Home Display Coming as Soon as 
Next Month - MacRumors
macrumors.com · T2

Airtel and Apple Partner Up To Drop a New 
Postpaid Plan Featuring Arcade, iCloud+ and 
More - IGN India
in.ign.com · T2

TD announces $25 million strategic 
relationship with Cohere to support AI 
adoption - Sep 22, 2026
td.mediaroom.com · T2

If you have an iPhone, Apple might owe you 
money. Here's how to claim it.
mashable.com · T3
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Amazon blocks Meta’s AI shopper
paymentsdive.com · T2

Apple Releases First Public Betas of iOS 27.2 
and macOS Golden Gate 27.2
macrumors.com · T2

Apple could follow Google into the screenless 
fitness tracker race
androidauthority.com · T2

Introducing GPT-6 Sol and Luna
openai.com · T1

Tennessee residents who owned these 
iPhone models may get up to $95 from Apple
yahoo.com · T3
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House Committee OKs Bill Placing CFPB 
Under Congressional Appropriations Process 
- The MortgagePoint
themortgagepoint.com · T2

Attorney General Wilson joins $694 million 
multistate settlement with subprime auto 
lender Credit Acceptance Corporation
sclawyersweekly.com · T1
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Ally bets on loyalty perks to boost consumer 
bank strategy
bankingdive.com · T2

Visa and Corpay Extend Fleet Payments Deal 
Across Europe - The Fintech Times
thefintechtimes.com · T2

OCR Studio built controllable AI for KYC
thepaypers.com · T2

FinTech OnePay Launches Teen-Focused 
Banking Program
pymnts.com · T2

OpenAI Adds Credit-Score Tracking to 
ChatGPT [2026] - shattered.io
shattered.io · T3
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CarMax cuts 145 corporate jobs as used-car 
market faces new pressure
cbtnews.com · T3
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Nscale’s IPO will test Wall Street’s appetite for 
concentrated AI bets once again
techcrunch.com · T2
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